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SKILLED MIGRATION PROGRAM — EMPLOYMENT OF FOREIGN LABOUR 

Statement 
HON ALISON XAMON (East Metropolitan) [10.07 pm]: I rise tonight to make some comments on the issue 
that I raised today in question time. I think this is potentially a very serious issue, and I thought that the response 
from the Minister for Workforce Development was particularly concerning considering the planned expansion 
for Western Australia of the skilled migration scheme. For those members who missed it, in essence I asked the 
minister whether he was aware of a current, and also a former, dispute on the Gorgon project, in which it has 
been alleged that foreign workers are being brought in on incorrect visas in order to undertake work on Gorgon 
at significantly reduced pay and conditions to those that would ordinarily be available for Australian workers. 

The minister’s response to my question was essentially that he had no knowledge of it and it was a matter for the 
federal Minister for Immigration and Citizenship. Of course the minister is partly right; it is an issue for Minister 
Bowen, and I will get to that in a moment. But where the minister and I will part ways is that I simply do not 
accept that it is an acceptable response from a state minister to wash his hands of all responsibility for the matter. 

My reason for saying that is this: the Minister for Training and Workforce Development pushed the federal 
government hard to have Perth declared a regional centre in order to enable an increased number of skilled 
migrants to enter Western Australia, in particular to work on the projects up north. So I am arguing very strongly 
that the minister has a responsibility to be playing a far greater role in what is going on, and particularly the 
allegations arising out of disputes on this issue. This is a particularly sensitive issue in light of the numerous 
debates and public commentary that all sides have been undertaking over the degree of local content, particularly 
on the larger jobs in this state. When the Minister for Training and Workforce Development and the federal 
immigration minister made the announcement that there would be changes to the visa problem, it was not 
without criticism. At that point, the criticism centred largely around the fact that we would not have had to look 
at importing skilled labour if we had been paying enough attention to training up our apprentices. I note that that 
concern has not dissipated. There is still considerable concern that we are not meeting our obligations to young 
Australians to give them a slice of the mining boom. 

However, now we have a whole new concern to worry about; that is, if there are already rorts to the visa 
applications happening now, what on earth will that mean for an expanded system? The allegations of rorts to the 
visa programs are effectively threefold. The first allegation is that semi-skilled workers who are currently not 
eligible for 457 visas are being granted them anyway contrary to the criteria; secondly, that tourist visas are 
being issued to people who are then illegally working; and, thirdly, that certain classes of workers are entering 
on maritime crew visas, which are meant to be in operation for only five days and are effectively to enable ships 
to go in and out, but they are then again illegally staying and working. These allegations simply need to be 
investigated as a matter of urgency. The Minister for Training and Workforce Development needs to be 
significantly more concerned than the answer to my question would lead me to believe he is. Yes, the federal 
Minister for Immigration and Citizenship needs to start taking these allegations a hell of a lot more seriously. 
Perhaps if he spent a little less time worrying about how he can ship hapless refugees off to Malaysia and started 
paying more attention to what is happening with the visa regime under his watch, there would be a great many 
fewer concerned people. I must say that when I was first made aware of this issue, the irony around the current 
debates on refugees did not escape me by any stretch of the imagination. 

Hon Peter Collier: Has Chris Bowen responded to you? Has he? Has Chris Bowen responded? 

Hon ALISON XAMON: Fortunately, the minister will have time to respond, and I promise I will stay in this 
place and listen to what he has to say. 

Hon Peter Collier: I assume you have written to Chris Bowen. 

Hon ALISON XAMON: My concern is that the allegation is that workers illegally coming in through the 
various visa classes that I have described are currently working on significantly reduced pay and conditions from 
those recently negotiated for Australian workers. We are talking about workers who are allegedly coming in on 
50 per cent less leave, 50 per cent less pay and no superannuation. If it is the case that companies are feeling 
confident that they will get away with it because the federal Minister for Immigration and Citizenship is not 
paying attention and the state Minister for Training and Workforce Development does not care, it is likely to 
extend to a significant number of Australians who will be denied jobs that are rightfully theirs. 

I want to make something clear. I know for a fact that many Western Australians are unhappy because they want 
to work in the mines but cannot get a job. Close to home, two of my staff members have husbands who work in 
the mines. One is currently working on a fly in, fly out basis, and the other one is hoping to get another job soon. 
I really hope that he does. Western Australians will not be happy if they discover that lax governments are 
enabling unconscionable companies to bring in foreign labour illegally to undercut Australian conditions. 
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I note that the unions on site at Gorgon have been raising these concerns for some time, and I understand that the 
Maritime Union of Australia has been engaged in a stop-work meeting today. The suggestion is that one of the 
companies subcontracted by Chevron has been behind the most recent visa rorts. If that is the case, it is no small 
thing that Chevron is involved, because Chevron is one of the main companies that is intending to take 
advantage of the extended visa scheme. I have to say that if I was the head of Chevron, I would be acting pretty 
quick smart to make sure that my ship was in order—if members will excuse the pun. Just for once I do want to 
see the unions’ allegations listened to and seriously investigated. If it turns out that there is nothing untoward 
going on, then so be it—at least the rumours will have been put to rest. 

Hon Peter Collier: Write to Chris Bowen. 

Hon ALISON XAMON: If it turns out that there is a problem, it needs to be dealt with quickly and decisively 
and we need to be assured that it cannot happen again. Either way, I am saying in this place that the Minister for 
Training and Workforce Development needs to give a sign that he cares, and I would like to hear that he is also 
putting pressure on the federal Minister for Immigration and Citizenship to act. 

Hon Peter Collier: Have you done it? How dare you come into this chamber without going to the federal 
government! 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon ALISON XAMON: The Minister for Training and Workforce Development is on the front foot in pushing 
for more visas to be made available. He could choose to be on the front foot insisting that the immigration 
minister takes his responsibility seriously, because I am outraged at what is alleged is happening, and the 
minister should be too. 

Hon Peter Collier: You’ve got no credibility. 

Hon ALISON XAMON: Stand up. The minister can stand. He has time. 

Hon Peter Collier: No. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

House adjourned at 10.14 pm 
__________ 

 


